
Wetlands Rules
Tidal Buffer Zone and Protected Tidal Zone

David Price, NHDES East Region Supervisor
david.price@des.nh.gov

1

October 10, 2019



100 foot Tidal Buffer Zone 
(TBZ)

Agenda
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250 foot Protected Tidal Zone 
(PTZ)



Purpose

ÅProtect:

ïPublic trust, health and safety.

ïNatural Resource Functions.

ÅPreserve:

ïIntegrity.

ïFunctions.

ÅRequirements:

ïResource Analysis and Management.

ïSite Alteration and Design.

ïConstruction of Structures.

Preserve the productive and protective 
functions of the resource area and 

prevent unreasonable encroachment on 
surface waters of the state.
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Existing Rules

ñTidal Buffer Zoneò (TBZ) extend 100 feet 

from the highest observable tide line & 

Shoreland extends 250ô from the HOTL.  

100 feet

100 Ft Tidal Buffer 
Zone

250 Ft Shoreland
Protection Zone

250 feet

Projects in TBZ only require a 

wetlands permit under RSA 482-A 

ee
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New Rules

ñTidal Buffer Zoneò (TBZ) extend 100 ft

from the highest observable tide line & 

Protected Tidal Zone extends 250 ft from the HOTL.  

100 feet

100 Ft Tidal Buffer 
Zone

250 Ft Protected 
Tidal Zone (PTZ)

250 feet

Projects in TBZ and the Protected 

Tidal Zone only require a 

wetlands permit under RSA 482-A


